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With President Clinton’s the American people need isCommittee about the serious-
now infamous chant “the era ofnew federal programs that re-ness of threats against the U.
big government is over” still quire even higher taxes to payS. from rogue nations around
ringing in our ears, we againfor them. the globe—including the pos-
find that he has submitted yet =~ The fact is: we can do sibility of a ballistic missile
another budgetary blueprint formuch better. We can and musattack, threats to our allies in
increased domestic spendgive the American people athe Gulf and our troops de-
ing—spending that includesbalanced budget that has faployed to secure that area.
the creation of new social pro-less spending and far less taxa-  In addition, morale in our
grams, and the expansion otion. armed forces is low, and it has
programs that are already fac- | continue to be concernedbecome increasing more diffi-
ing serious financial challengesabout President Clinton’s lack cult to recruit and retain qual-
to their survival. If President of concern for a prepared mili-ity personnel. We cannot ex-
Clinton’s budget submissiontary and effective defense in-pect strong, intelligent, and
this week tells us anything it is frastructure as is evident, yetmotivated young people to
that “the era of big govern- again, in his latest budget subcontinue to put their lives on
ment” is alive and well at the mission. Defense is perhapghe line with increasingly little
White House. the greatest single responsibilprovided to them in return.

What could have been anity of the federal government. While we as a nation are en-
historic moment for this coun- After all, if we cannot protect amored with high tech weap-
try, given the first likely bud- our overseas interests and sesnry, we cannot lose sight of
get surplus in many years, iscure our borders from others,the fact that the military is
instead a repeat of Presidenthen we certainly will not be made up of people, individu-
Clinton’s inability to reduce the in a position to debate how toals who volunteer to protect all
size of government and returnspend the surplus. of us. Unfortunately, | don't
money to the American people.  The defense budget is vir-see anything in this budget that
The President’s agenda hasually the only part of the fed- will relieve the stress on mili-
never been more clear—useeral budget to sustain real cutdary personnel and their fami-
any means available (or ex-and enoughis enough. Indeedjes.
pected) to increase the size otuts from the nation's defense  To date, it is unclear how
government. Budget analystsbudget have provided the vasthe Administration’s proposal
and economists are predictingmajority of deficit reduction to authorize two more BRAC
a $100 billion budget surplus.which are putting us on therounds will unfold in Congress
No sooner had the wordspath to balancing the federalthis year. Last year, the Admin-
reached President Clinton’sbudget. istration proposed additional
ears than he committed that  Despite the significant re- BRAC rounds, but Congress
money to increasing the size ofductions made to all branchesejected those proposals be-
government. It is an unfortu- of the military over the past cause the President turned the
nate philosophical mind setseveral years, this budget proapolitical BRAC process into
that whatever money the gov-vides little of what will be nec- a patronage system. | am op-
ernment brings in must quickly essary to maintain troops al-posed to giving President
be spent. Of the expected $100eady deployed in peace-keepClinton this authority.
billion surplus, Presidenting missions around the Certainly, this is not the
Clinton’s FY 1999 budget has globe—not to mention the in- first time my colleagues and |
committed all but $9.5 billion attention these numbers pay tan the Senate and House have
in new spending. the very serious conflict brew- received a discouraging bud-

The income tax burden oning with Irag. When adjusted getary blue print from the
the American people is thefor inflation, the defense bud- Clinton White House. How-
highest its been since 1945. Naet declines from last year'sever, what is most important to
matter how many people | talkappropriated level of spending.remember is that we, despite
to, there is one thing on whichThis is the fourteenth consecu-ideological differences with
they agree: taxes are too hightive year of decreased militarythe Clinton Administration,
Despite this fact, and the factspending. have made significant steps
that we now have the means The need for a preparedtoward not only providing tax
through which to provide com- and ready military has neverrelief to the American people,
prehensive tax relief, Presidentbeen more important, nor hasut also reducing the size of
Clinton has once again submit-the need for defense initiativesgovernment. | believe our suc-
ted a budget that will only bal- like a ballistic missile defense cess, including the expected
ance if he is allowed to raisesystem. Just last week, DClbudget surplus, is only the be-
taxes, again. That is simplyDirector George Tenet testifiedginning. We will not give up
unacceptable. The last thingbefore the Senate Intelligencethis important fight.
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ernment is over” still ringing in our programs that require even highearound the globe—including the pos-
ears, we again find that he has sultaxes to pay for them. sibility of a ballistic missile attack,
mitted yet another budgetary blue-  The factis: we can do much betthreats to our allies in the Gulf and
print for increased domestic spendter. We can and must give the Ameriour troops deployed to secure that
ing—spending that includes the crecan people a balanced budget that hasea.
ation of new social programs, and thdar less spending and far less taxa- In addition, morale in our armed
expansion of programs that are altion. forces is low, and it has become in-
ready facing serious financial chal- | continue to be concerned aboutreasing more difficult to recruit and
lenges to their survival. If PresidentPresident Clinton’s lack of concernretain quality personnel. We cannot
Clinton’s budget submission thisfor a prepared military and effectiveexpect strong, intelligent, and moti-
week tells us anything it is that “thedefense infrastructure as is evidenyated young people to continue to put
era of big government” is alive andyet again, in his latest budget submigheir lives on the line with increas-
well at the White House. sion. Defense is perhaps the greatestgly little provided to them in return.

What could have been an historicsingle responsibility of the federalWhile we as a nation are enamored
moment for this country, given thegovernment. After all, if we cannotwith high tech weaponry, we cannot
first likely budget surplus in many protect our overseas interests and skse sight of the fact that the military
years, is instead a repeat of Presidextre our borders from others, then wes made up of people, individuals
Clinton’s inability to reduce the size certainly will not be in a position to who volunteer to protect all of us.
of government and return money tadebate how to spend the surplus. Unfortunately, | don’t see anythingin
the American people. The President's The defense budget is virtuallythis budget that will relieve the stress
agenda has never been more clear-the only part of the federal budget tamn military personnel and their
use any means available (or exsustain real cuts and enough ifamilies.
pected) to increase the size of govenough. Indeed, cuts from the To date, it is unclear how the
ernment. Budget analysts and econaiation’s defense budget have proAdministration’s proposal to autho-
mists are predicting a $100 billionvided the vast majority of deficit re-rize two more BRAC rounds will
budget surplus. No sooner had théuction which are putting us on theunfold in Congress this year. Last
words reached President Clinton’spath to balancing the federal budgetyear, the Administration proposed
ears than he committed that money Despite the significant reduc-additional BRAC rounds, but Con-
to increasing the size of governmenttions made to all branches of the miligress rejected those proposals be-
It is an unfortunate philosophicaltary over the past several years, thisause the President turned the apo-
mind set that whatever money theébudget provides little of what will be litical BRAC process into a patron-
government brings in must quickly necessary to maintain troops alreadgge system. | am opposed to giving
be spent. Of the expected $100 bildeployed in peace-keeping missionBresident Clinton this authority.
lion surplus, President Clinton’s FY around the globe—notto mentionthe  Certainly, this is not the first time
1999 budget has committed all buinattention these numbers pay to they colleagues and | in the Senate and
$9.5 billion in new spending. very serious conflict brewing with House have received a discouraging

The income tax burden on thelraq. When adjusted for inflation, thebudgetary blue print from the Clinton
American people is the highest itsdefense budget declines from lastVhite House. However, what is most
been since 1945. No matter howyear’s appropriated level of spendingimportant to remember is that we,
many people | talk to, there is oneThis is the fourteenth consecutivedespite ideological differences with
thing on which they agree: taxes argear of decreased military spendinghe Clinton Administration, have
too high. Despite this fact, and the = The need for a prepared andnade significant steps toward not
fact that we now have the meanseady military has never been mor@nly providing tax relief to the Ameri-
through which to provide compre-important, nor has the need for deean people, but also reducing the size
hensive tax relief, President Clintonfense initiatives like a ballistic mis- of government. | believe our success,
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